
MWES News - Week of 11-15-2021 
November 17 - Picture Re-take Day 

November 22 - 24th - Virtual Parent/Teacher Conferences/3-Hour Early Dismissal for 

students on 11/22 and 11/23 (12:15 pm) (scheduling directions below) 

November 24 - Schools closed for students 

November 25-28th - Schools and Offices Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday 

  

A Note From Mrs. DeBord and Mrs. Zinn 

Hello Manor Woods Families, 

Conference Registration has started!!! Sign-up for your virtual 

conference now! 

If you have not done so already, please join your child's Language Arts Teacher for 

Parent-Teacher Conferences. Online conference registration began on Monday, and 

will go through Thursday, November 18th. No conferences will be scheduled on 

November 19th as the window closes on the 18th. Directions on how to schedule a 

conference with your student(s) Language Arts teacher are attached. School-wide math 

conferences will be held in February; however, 4th Grade GT Math conferences are 

available at this time as well. All conferences will be held via Google Meet on November 

22nd - November 24th. If you find it necessary to meet face to face with your child's 

teacher, please email them directly. (HCPSS vaccination protocols must be followed. 

Any vaccine/testing verifications process in place at that time will apply to in-person 

conferences.) 

  

  

Below is a summary of the attached directions: 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FpH6OddY9wj128O23H3noXw~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRjamkEP4ScAmh0dHBzOi8vbmFtMTAuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNjaG9vbG1lc3Nlbmdlci5jb20lMkZmJTJGYSUyRno0UjJ0U1lMZmhJV2ZXOFhyaDFPYkF-fiUyRkFBQUFBUUF-JTJGUmdSalpuSkxQMFJlYUhSMGNITTZMeTl0ZDJWekxtaGpjSE56TG05eVp5OXphWFJsY3k5a1pXWmhkV3gwTDJacGJHVnpMMU5aVGpBM015VXlNRkJoY21WdWRDVXlNRU52Ym1abGNtVnVZMlVsTWpCUVlYSmxiblFsTWpBbE1qZ3hKVEk1TG5Ca1psY0hjMk5vYjI5c2JVSUtZWUhMUG9WaFZQWVJnRkljWTJoeWFYTjBhVzVoWDNOb2RXMWhhMlZ5UUdoamNITnpMbTl5WjFnRUFBQUFBUX5-JmRhdGE9MDQlN0MwMSU3Q0NocmlzdGluYV9TaHVtYWtlciU0MGhjcHNzLm9yZyU3Qzk1NjQwNmJmZWNlYzQyODhlOGQwMDhkOWEwODM5ZTYwJTdDOTZhOWFjNGM0NzdlNGRhZGEyYjI4YWQzZmM0Njc5MGIlN0MxJTdDMCU3QzYzNzcxNzMwOTQxOTQxNDI0NyU3Q1Vua25vd24lN0NUV0ZwYkdac2IzZDhleUpXSWpvaU1DNHdMakF3TURBaUxDSlFJam9pVjJsdU16SWlMQ0pCVGlJNklrMWhhV3dpTENKWFZDSTZNbjAlM0QlN0MxMDAwJnNkYXRhPXdZTEFnV2JXREVPN0FsV1I0dGo0N1lLc2VlUTN5d1RtYlNZJTJGSUpvYmlhUSUzRCZyZXNlcnZlZD0wVwdzY2hvb2xtQgphgYQ1iWFXL5QBUhZDYXJvbF9EZUJvcmRAaGNwc3Mub3JnWAQAAAAB&data=04%7C01%7CChristina_Shumaker%40hcpss.org%7C8484e7ce54d3495af22a08d9a5fdf6ce%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637723332450093883%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=j3LO6S91k13I5fLICnIWwcaG7Eylyp40rN6tHQPg4rI%3D&reserved=0


 Login into HCPSS Connect (Parent Account) Go to the navigation pane (left 

side), Select Conference, then Select Parent Scheduled Conferences (upper 

right-hand corner). 

 You should be able to see all your students in the top, left corner of the screen. 

 Conferences will be 15 minutes in length (30 minutes for ELL only). Please keep 

this in mind when selecting a slot for additional children. It is best not to select 

back-to-back time slots due to the virtual setting. 

  

Once you have completed your conference registration(s), you can see the schedule in 

your parent connect access account by selecting More Options, Conference 

Scheduling, View My Conference Schedule in the navigation pane (left side). 

  

Sincerely, 

Carol DeBord and Jennifer Zinn 

  

  

ABSENT NOTE EMAIL REMINDER When your child is absent, please send an email on 

the day your student returns to the following address: MWESabsence@hcpss.org 

Please do not send changes in transportation to this email, as we will not see the 

changes. Any time there is a change in transportation, and any time your child has 

an after school activity, you must send a note into your child's homeroom teacher. 

  

New Information 

  

American Education Week 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FBbYnJeam1e4G5u3DveCWEw~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRjamkEP4RKAmh0dHBzOi8vbmFtMTAuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNjaG9vbG1lc3Nlbmdlci5jb20lMkZmJTJGYSUyRjViZEp3QXB2TmpndzcxamdnNHIxZWd-fiUyRkFBQUFBUUF-~&data=04%7C01%7CChristina_Shumaker%40hcpss.org%7C8484e7ce54d3495af22a08d9a5fdf6ce%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637723332450103835%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=AU%2FbV0MADclmg0Ug75guapzcRCNx899zEUqY%2BX02pT4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:MWESabsence@hcpss.org


The National Education Association was one of the creators and original sponsors of 

American Education Week. 

Distressed that 25 percent of the country's World War I draftees were illiterate and 9 

percent were physically unfit, representatives of the NEA and the American Legion met 

in 1919 to seek ways to generate public support for education. 

The conventions of both organizations subsequently adopted resolutions of support for a 

national effort to raise public awareness of the importance of education. In 1921, the 

NEA Representative Assembly in Des Moines, Iowa, called  for designation of one week 

each year to spotlight education. In its resolution, the NEA called for: “An educational 

week ... observed in all communities annually for the purpose of informing the public of 

the accomplishments and needs of the public schools and to secure the cooperation and 

support of the public in meeting those needs.” 

The first observance of American Education Week occurred December 4-10, 1921, with 

the NEA and American Legion as the cosponsors. A year later, the then U.S. Office of 

Education joined the effort as a cosponsor, and the PTA followed in 1938. 

Other co-sponsors are the U.S. Department of Education and national organizations 

including the National PTA, the American Legion, the American Legion 

Auxiliary, the American Association of School Administrators, the National School Boards 

Association, the American Federation of Teachers, the American School Counselor 

Association, the Council of Chief State School Officers, the National School Public 

Relations Association, the National Association of State Boards of 

Education, the National Association of Elementary School Principals, and the National 

Association of Secondary School Principals. 

American Education Week is always celebrated the week prior to the week of 

Thanksgiving. Due to Covid restrictions, we are not hosting American Education 

Week visits. We hope to resume in-person American Education Week activities 

next school year.  

  

Calendar Updates 

In order to provide school-based staff with additional time to address their increased 

workload and to support employee well-being, the Board of Education approved updates 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pta.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CChristina_Shumaker%40hcpss.org%7C8484e7ce54d3495af22a08d9a5fdf6ce%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637723332450014229%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9vPMaF2ObnqSsH4DfSxqh6zOzGpmVqgzw70gx9mczDo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legion.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CChristina_Shumaker%40hcpss.org%7C8484e7ce54d3495af22a08d9a5fdf6ce%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637723332450024195%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=uofEYfAnlTesgNI5HIYi0nPyBvjsPUsgA%2BarqCRndhA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alaforveterans.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CChristina_Shumaker%40hcpss.org%7C8484e7ce54d3495af22a08d9a5fdf6ce%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637723332450024195%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=l8X133oZ37XCjkOqd2O3BPf5dGCR8xRg8WHNWQbCL0c%3D&reserved=0
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to the current academic year calendar. Three-hour early dismissals now will take place 

on the following: 

 December 15, 2021 

 January 19, 2022 (previously a 3-hour early dismissal for high school students 

only) 

 February 16, 2022 

 March 16, 2022 

 April 27, 2022 

 May 18, 2022 

  

Weather Guidelines 

Exercise outdoors is healthy and is strongly encouraged. It provides a break from the 

regular school routine, a chance to get some outside air, and an opportunity to burn off 

excess energy. If conditions preclude the full recess time, even a five minute break can 

revitalize children and prepare them for more sitting and academic learning. Children are 

expected to wear clothing appropriate for forecasted conditions when participating in 

recess or outside activities. 

The decision to go out or stay in for recess is the decision of the Administrator at 

individual schools. On rare occasions due to extreme weather, a decision may be made 

at the school system level. The following factors are considered in determining if recess 

is to be held outside: 

 Temperature and humidity 

 Wind chill 

 Heat index and air quality 

 Age of students 

 Length of time outdoors 

 Adequacy of the children’s clothing 

 Condition of the playground 

 Falling precipitation (more than a sprinkle or mist) 

 Thunder and lightning 

Generally, it is assumed that students will be outside for recess when the temperature 

combined with the wind chill is not less than 20 degrees Fahrenheit or the heat index 

reading is less than 95. Children with certain health conditions may need special 

accommodations during extremely hot or cold weather. Parents of those children should 
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provide medical documentation and may be consulted to determine if other 

arrangements are necessary. During hot weather, teachers should provide students a 

water break before and after recess. Additionally, any student who shows signs of heat 

exhaustion or overheating should be allowed a water break during recess. 

  

November PTA Meeting - Tuesday, November 16th at 6:30PM 

Our November PTA meeting will be held next Tuesday, November 16th at 6:30PM. The 

meeting will be held in person in the media center at the school and there will be a virtual 

option as well. We hope to see you there! 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86872775296?pwd=alE1d1g4TytZcnpBUFV6aXM1cnU3QT09 

  

Meeting ID: 868 7277 5296 

Passcode: 768702 

  

Restaurant Nights 

Cheers to families who were able to join us at the first stop of our Restaurant Night 

around the World Tour. It was warming to have American comfort food in old Ellicott 

City. Stay tuned for our next stop. Any restaurant recommendations/connections, please 

contact Allie, Restaurant Night Committee Chair at mwesrestaurantnight@gmail.com. 

  

Important Reminders From Past Newsletters 

  

Repeated Information Click Here 

  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F86872775296%3Fpwd%3DalE1d1g4TytZcnpBUFV6aXM1cnU3QT09&data=04%7C01%7CChristina_Shumaker%40hcpss.org%7C830a9239509941c694bf08d9a52cefa6%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637722434743168570%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8TCEgO0JnPZqKbe0d%2FbJprRCC9PNLjj7dHgw45195pk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:mwesrestaurantnight@gmail.com
https://mwes.hcpss.org/sites/default/files/repeated%20information%209-27-2021.pdf


Parent-Teacher Conference Registration Begins MONDAY November 

8th! Conferences will be held virtually! 

Parent-Teacher Conference online registration will begin at 6 am on Monday, 

November 8th and go through 11:59 pm on Thursday, November 18th. No 

conferences will be scheduled on November 19th as the window closes on the 18th. 

Directions on how to schedule a conference with your student(s) Language Arts teacher 

are attached. School-wide math conferences will be held in February; however, 4th 

Grade GT Math conferences are available at this time as well. All conferences will be 

held via Google Meet on November 22nd - November 24th. If you find it necessary to 

meet face to face with your child's teacher, please email them directly. (HCPSS 

vaccination protocols must be followed. Any vaccine/testing verifications process in place 

at that time will apply to in-person conferences.) 

  

  

Below is a summary of the attached directions: 

 Login into HCPSS Connect (Parent Account) Go to the navigation pane (left 

side), Select Conference, then Select Parent Scheduled Conferences (upper 

right-hand corner). 

 You should be able to see all your students in the top, left corner of the screen. 

 Conferences will be 15 minutes in length (30 minutes for ELL only). Please keep 

this in mind when selecting a slot for additional children. It is best not to select 

back-to-back time slots due to the virtual setting. 

  

Once you have completed your conference registration(s), you can see the schedule in 

your parent connect access account by selecting More Options, Conference 

Scheduling, View My Conference Schedule in the navigation pane (left side). 

  

Picture Retake Day 

Picture retake day will be on November 17th for students who were absent, or who didn't 

care for the first set of photos . Picture proofs are delayed due to shipping delays; 

https://mwes.hcpss.org/sites/default/files/SYN073%20Parent%20Conference%20Parent%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.hcpss.org/connect/


however, parents will receive proofs prior to 11/17. Please see the attached links for the 

retake flier and picture envelope. 

  

Retake Flier 

Envelope 

  

  

Dress For Colder Weather 

Please make certain your child has a light-weight jacket or coat for recess on colder 

days. 

  

  

Speaking of Jackets... 

There are ALOT of jackets, water bottles and lunch boxes in our lost and found. Please 

encourage your student(s) to check the lost and found! If they need help doing so, they 

can come ask in the front office. 

  

  

Accessing Quarter 1 Report Cards 

Report cards were issued Wednesday, Nov. 10 and accessible via HCPSS Connect 

Synergy. Parents/guardians may access them following the instructions for accessing 

report cards online. Answers to frequently asked questions on grades and testing can be 

found online. 

  

https://mwes.hcpss.org/sites/default/files/Manor%20Woods%20Elem--FALL%202021Retake.pdf
https://mwes.hcpss.org/sites/default/files/Fall%202020%20Flier%20%26%20Envelope%20%281%29.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FQlh80jvqACX3mVreKRYdyw~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRjWuRmP0Q5aHR0cHM6Ly9oZWxwLmhjcHNzLm9yZy9ncmFkZXMtdGVzdGluZy9vbmxpbmUtcmVwb3J0LWNhcmRzVwdzY2hvb2xtQgphduaweWHXfgI0UhxjaHJpc3RpbmFfc2h1bWFrZXJAaGNwc3Mub3JnWAQAAAAB&data=04%7C01%7Cchristina_shumaker%40hcpss.org%7Cb3b6e9770786406e664008d999850d24%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637709618995810393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=NrMuNestRUJWtDjxWp6rsZ2GLCbeiFrGK%2Fhv5%2FtaCBY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FQlh80jvqACX3mVreKRYdyw~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRjWuRmP0Q5aHR0cHM6Ly9oZWxwLmhjcHNzLm9yZy9ncmFkZXMtdGVzdGluZy9vbmxpbmUtcmVwb3J0LWNhcmRzVwdzY2hvb2xtQgphduaweWHXfgI0UhxjaHJpc3RpbmFfc2h1bWFrZXJAaGNwc3Mub3JnWAQAAAAB&data=04%7C01%7Cchristina_shumaker%40hcpss.org%7Cb3b6e9770786406e664008d999850d24%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637709618995810393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=NrMuNestRUJWtDjxWp6rsZ2GLCbeiFrGK%2Fhv5%2FtaCBY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FAq_6KEwJZc3JZtlzPA0x-w~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRjWuRmP0QlaHR0cHM6Ly9oZWxwLmhjcHNzLm9yZy9ncmFkZXMtdGVzdGluZ1cHc2Nob29sbUIKYXbmsHlh134CNFIcY2hyaXN0aW5hX3NodW1ha2VyQGhjcHNzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~&data=04%7C01%7Cchristina_shumaker%40hcpss.org%7Cb3b6e9770786406e664008d999850d24%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637709618995810393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=wcI6w2%2B30b0AfmUAztQ%2BuTM5h%2Bazh90kS2MJg4Y7ygE%3D&reserved=0


  

The Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (DEI) Parent Team would like for you to join them for 

a meeting on Wednesday, November 17th at 7pm. Location: MWES Media Center.  

  

Free Food and Drinks!!! 

  

"DEI is a space where people can come share, learn, and listen."  

  

Looking for more information on cultural events and celebrations. Take a look at the DEI 

webpage: https://mwespta.com/dei/ 

  

If you don't see your cultural celebration/holiday, or would like something added, please 

contact DEI Chair DD at demikajohnson@gmail.com.  

Meeting Flyer 

  

Here are a few important highlights from our Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 

School Committee. 

Native American Heritage Month 

“November is Native American Heritage Month, or as it is commonly referred to, 

American Indian and Alaska Native Heritage Month. The month is a time to celebrate rich 

and diverse cultures, traditions, and histories and to acknowledge the important 

contributions of Native people. 

  

Howard County Library Native American Heritage Month Celebration 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmwespta.com%2Fdei%2F&data=04%7C01%7CChristina_Shumaker%40hcpss.org%7C88541ad9f9044886ae9e08d99efebccc%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637715639181925776%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vFxex2ScAwS7QSxutmppuFQ5Y7y%2BQ5Fi1wQdPPFvtks%3D&reserved=0
mailto:demikajohnson@gmail.com
https://mwes.hcpss.org/file/copy-pta-made-postermywall-1jpg


https://howardcounty.librarycalendar.com/events/native-american-heritage-month-

celebration-0 

 

Native American Heritage Month Celebration | 

Howard County Library System 

Celebrate Native American Culture and Resilience. 

Featuring dancing, singing, drumming, storytelling, 

children's crafts, vendors, Navajo Tacos and more, 

including: 

howardcounty.librarycalendar.com 

Flyer - PDF 

https://howardcounty.librarycalendar.com/sites/default/files/2021-

10/Native%20American%20Heritage%20Mo%202021%20Flyer_0.pdf 

  

  

Young Authors' Contest 

The Howard County Literacy Association invites students in grades 1-5 to submit their 

original poems and/or short stories to the annual writing contest called The Young 

Authors' Contest . Please see the attached YAC Flyer Announcing Contest for 

information about the rules and guidelines. All entries must have a completed YAC Cover 

Sheet sent as a PDF. Submissions may be emailed to Mrs. Moy by January 24, 2022. 

Contact Mrs. Moy maria_moy@hcpss.org with any questions.   

Young Authors’ Contest information can be found on the HCLA website Howard County 

Literacy Association welcomes parents as members. Visit the HCLA Welcome Page for 

information about joining. 

  

How To Get Parent Notifications in Canvas 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhowardcounty.librarycalendar.com%2Fevents%2Fnative-american-heritage-month-celebration-0&data=04%7C01%7CChristina_Shumaker%40hcpss.org%7C62668a5f398c4f7885c808d9989db187%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637708625312117035%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=eRsYj0GCJkDJusYR4VNifd3uVf1%2F05nC1kZGPtZY2wE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhowardcounty.librarycalendar.com%2Fevents%2Fnative-american-heritage-month-celebration-0&data=04%7C01%7CChristina_Shumaker%40hcpss.org%7C62668a5f398c4f7885c808d9989db187%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637708625312117035%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=eRsYj0GCJkDJusYR4VNifd3uVf1%2F05nC1kZGPtZY2wE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhowardcounty.librarycalendar.com%2Fevents%2Fnative-american-heritage-month-celebration-0&data=04%7C01%7CChristina_Shumaker%40hcpss.org%7C62668a5f398c4f7885c808d9989db187%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637708625312126994%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Ks2umWTsRmJ%2BOO05r0uec8hTt3DLaLvYsO1L2VMZYnQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhowardcounty.librarycalendar.com%2Fevents%2Fnative-american-heritage-month-celebration-0&data=04%7C01%7CChristina_Shumaker%40hcpss.org%7C62668a5f398c4f7885c808d9989db187%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637708625312126994%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Ks2umWTsRmJ%2BOO05r0uec8hTt3DLaLvYsO1L2VMZYnQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhowardcounty.librarycalendar.com%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2021-10%2FNative%2520American%2520Heritage%2520Mo%25202021%2520Flyer_0.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CChristina_Shumaker%40hcpss.org%7C62668a5f398c4f7885c808d9989db187%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637708625312136948%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mfxhyDXjKAeGcl3e6vDredaRaX7UMyGezseN9zQ3XWM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhowardcounty.librarycalendar.com%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2021-10%2FNative%2520American%2520Heritage%2520Mo%25202021%2520Flyer_0.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CChristina_Shumaker%40hcpss.org%7C62668a5f398c4f7885c808d9989db187%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637708625312136948%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mfxhyDXjKAeGcl3e6vDredaRaX7UMyGezseN9zQ3XWM%3D&reserved=0
https://mwes.hcpss.org/sites/default/files/MWES%20Young%20Authors%27%20Contest%20%E2%80%A2%202021-22.pdf
https://mwes.hcpss.org/sites/default/files/YA%20Coversheet%2C%202021-2022%20MWES%20%281%29.pdf
https://mwes.hcpss.org/sites/default/files/YA%20Coversheet%2C%202021-2022%20MWES%20%281%29.pdf
mailto:maria_moy@hcpss.org
http://hocoreads.weebly.com/young-authors-contest.html
http://hocoreads.weebly.com/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhowardcounty.librarycalendar.com%2Fevents%2Fnative-american-heritage-month-celebration-0&data=04%7C01%7CChristina_Shumaker%40hcpss.org%7C62668a5f398c4f7885c808d9989db187%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637708625312122016%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=CuvXYkySB6TqARZTsOUu3NbFnS5jsXssA2WlD4xrLJo%3D&reserved=0


Stay on top of happenings in your student(s) individual classes by signing up for Canvas 

notifications. For information about Parent Notification Preferences in CANVAS, click 

here. 

  

  

Parent Information Resources    Fridge Fact Sheet 

 To opt-in to HCPSS Text messages, text "YES" to 67587 from the device on 

which you would like to receive messages. 

 Be sure to click on the "Calendar" link at the top of our website for 

important dates throughout the school year. 

 View the breakfast and lunch menus here. Please keep in mind that items on 

the menus are subject to availability. 

  

FROM OUR SCHOOL COUNSELORS 

  

NAMI Howard County is a local affiliate of The National Alliance on Mental Illness. 

NAMI is the nation’s largest grassroots mental health organization dedicated to 

improving the lives of individuals and families affected by mental illness. All NAMI 

services and programs are free. Visit Support and Education for more information. 

  

The November 2021 School Counseling newsletter contains a variety of information for 

parents and students including ways to show gratitude during National Gratitude Month, 

Native American Heritage Month, meditation and more!   

  

Food Bank Update: Thank you to all our families and staff who donated food to support 

the Howard County Food Bank. Your generosity and kindness are greatly appreciated. 

You are difference makers! Visit Howard County Food Bank for more information about 

how to support those in need. 

https://hcpss.instructure.com/courses/9495/pages/parents-notifications
https://hcpss.instructure.com/courses/9495/pages/parents-notifications
https://mwes.hcpss.org/sites/default/files/Manor%20Woods%20Elementary%20School%20Fridge%20Facts.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FcKqjSr3us7Ri9wpNAOdmuw~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRjL2trP0ROaHR0cHM6Ly9oY3Bzcy5udXRyaXNsaWNlLmNvbS9tZW51L2ZvcmVzdC1yaWRnZS9wcmUtb3JkZXItbHVuY2gtbWVudS8yMDIxLTA5LTIzVwdzY2hvb2xtQgphS-s3TmGgufu7UhZjYXJvbF9kZWJvcmRAaGNwc3Mub3JnWAQAAAAB&data=04%7C01%7CChristina_Shumaker%40hcpss.org%7C430b9b4b923d4ff38cff08d981c84fd0%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637683519593633606%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=zrhW7h7zyY8uYCBXWFD9gaiFPSl4kmwAOlmiPgQGioU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnamihowardcounty.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CChristina_Shumaker%40hcpss.org%7Cee2490653a904c9ef0bf08d98cc5be1e%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637695603186792037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=J3XEktgHBjH4%2F9nQE9CSBb85aILB8c3gpWfWKQ5kosM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnamihowardcounty.org%2Fsupport-and-education%2F&data=04%7C01%7CChristina_Shumaker%40hcpss.org%7Cee2490653a904c9ef0bf08d98cc5be1e%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637695603186801981%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=zJnhF5lNBdb0Ee4ueCCifGXCVEI%2Fa58mpmy0rGToLzw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1MCC2SB2ltFYFqsN7AhPiHch-BHpxjTou%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=04%7C01%7CChristina_Shumaker%40hcpss.org%7C0c8d66f1a7cc46829fa308d9a490a7f4%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637721763458109006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=U6HVsw%2BeGBiz4%2FzLsAQZF4vsBg%2BUyaHRLr17RCnNydw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcac-hc.org%2Ffood-assistance%2F&data=04%7C01%7CChristina_Shumaker%40hcpss.org%7C0c8d66f1a7cc46829fa308d9a490a7f4%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637721763458109006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ootVxMIqHluONbnaQfTABRUoo0J2g0LOd1fZcxHwgdM%3D&reserved=0


  

Please reach out to Ms. Heinlein (grades 1, 2, 4 & 5) or Mrs. Salapata (grades K & 3) if 

we can be of assistance to you or your 

child. monica_heinlein@hcpss.org or christina_salapata@hcpss.org.  

  

  

FROM OUR HEALTH ROOM 

  

Vaccine for Children Ages 5-11 

The CDC authorized the Pfizer vaccine for children ages 5-11.  Parents should check 

first if their child’s pediatrician is providing the COVID vaccine. If not, an appointment can 

be made with another vaccine provider (listed on the website) or with the Health 

Department. Registration for HCHD COVID pediatric vaccination appointments will 

begin today (November 4, 2021) after 5:00pm with links released on the HCHD 

website HERE.. 

  

Here is some additional information about the COVID pediatric vaccine: 

Safety and Efficacy 

  Since the start of the pandemic, about 1.9 million children ages 5-11 years have 

been infected (with COVID-19), about 9% of all U.S. cases. More than 8,300 have 

been hospitalized and 94 have died, according to federal data. The death toll in 

the past year puts COVID in the top 10 causes of death for this age group. 

 Clinical trials in children ages 5-11 years found the vaccine to be 90.7% 

effective in preventing symptomatic COVID-19. 

Dosage and Side Effects 

 The pediatric vaccine is given in two doses administered 21 days (3 weeks) apart. 

The dosage is one-third of the adolescent and adult dose. 
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 Safety data from the trials found the most common reactions were pain at the 

injection site, fatigue and headache. Reactions were mostly mild or moderate. 

(There were no serious adverse events related to the vaccine, including 

myocarditis or anaphylaxis.) Most side effects went away within one to two days. 

 Availability 

  HCHD and 14 providers received the initial shipment of 9,300 doses of vaccine 

for Howard County. This supply will fully immunize only 4,650 children. 

 Parents should check first if their child’s pediatrician is providing the COVID 

vaccine. If not, an appointment can be made with another vaccine provider (listed 

on the website) or with the Health Department. 

 Vaccine demand outweighs current supply, but it is anticipated supply will become 

more readily available in upcoming weeks. 

 HCHD clinics will operate five days a week from 3-7 pm at HCC’s Duncan Hall. 

Registration is required. Visit vaccine.howardcountymd.gov for more information. 

  

HCHD will hold children ONLY clinics beginning on Friday, November 5th by appointment 

only at Howard Community College’s Duncan Hall. Health Officer Dr. Maura Rossman 

wrote an open letter to the community outlining HCHD’s plan for vaccinating our younger 

children. Her letter can be read HERE 

  

  

Thank you parents for keeping your children home when they are experiencing 

various illnesses. If you are unsure, please do not hesitate to contact the health room, 

either calling 410-313-8326 or email school nurse at laura_ruiz@hcpss.org.  If you want 

to test your child, please don't go to the ER unless their child is having difficulty 

breathing. 

mobile covid testing sites 
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Community News 

  

An Opportunity to Help Make the Holidays Brighter 

  

Hi community! We wanted to share this message from Homewood School. Perhaps you 

and your coworkers or friends and neighbors can team up to brighten a child’s holiday.  

“More than 90% of Homewood students qualify for Free and Reduced Meals and we do 

not have a PTA. We need new items to stock our Treasure Sale so our kids can choose 

holiday gifts for our loved ones. Thank you for supporting our #HomewoodFamily! This 

year, we need our friends, families, and community more than ever. We have a goal to 

collect over 1,000 new items using the Homewood Treasure Sale Wish List. Amazon will 

ship your donation directly to Homewood Center. Thank you for your consideration and 

making this a special December to remember for a young person.” 

Shop here: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1QKXEC3NXA3PN... 

  

  

Mental Health Resources 

 Foreign-Born Support Services/Bilingual Support Services - Updated Resources 

o Bilingual Mental Health Professionals  

 Asian American Health Initiative (AAHI) Mental Health Providers 

Youth 

 Chinese 

 Grief & Loss - New Resource  

o Stella Maris (Links to an external site.) - Individual and family grief 

counseling services are available to anyone in the community (including 

Howard County) and they are offering both in-person or telehealth 

sessions. To request counseling, please contact us at 410-252-4500 ext. 

7291. Free "Grieving During the Holidays" (virtual presentation) for older 

teens and adults on Monday, November 15, 2021. 7-8:30 p.m. To register 

or for more information, please call Stella Maris directly or 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/homewoodfamily?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWhQ4FLuiOq-1qY1wBeG_9oMpJlMd5NPEkubbNm0gNT5i6bLFKhFbiixjmMinBKD1xJuXGmY60o2rG5HfrtzJu8YpZGMGngL8zsJMrf6_3m_4rWQUDROKwHKpI0Tq66UKbdSvcyYjyGNAKeuy2Bv0g8Qb2jV-4KCt_jDNf-f1giwA&__tn__=*NK-y-R
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email hbenassi@stellamaris.org. New Fall Calendar (Links to an external 

site.) of Grief support programs also available online. 

  

Stay up-to-date on vaccine clinics, Covid testing and more. 

Link to the Howard County Health Department 

  

In response to community requests for resources, HCPSS’ new Community News and 

Programs website makes it easy for families to find educational and recreational 

resources, events and after-school programs beyond the school day by non-profit 

organizations.” 

  

Community organizations requesting their announcements be shared in school 

newsletters should visit community-programs.hcpss.org for more information. Questions 

should be directed to the Public Information Office at publicinfo@hcpss.org. 

  

HOWARD COUNTY RECREATION AND PARKS AFTER SCHOOL 

CLASSES  

Flier Attached 
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