MWES Newsletter - Week of 10/5/2020

A Note From Our Administrators

Happy Friday to our MWES Families!

Family File Reminder

Every year HCPSS parents must complete a Family File for each child. We
still have 10% of our students who do not have their Family File completed.
(72 students to go!) We need 100% completion! HCPSS utilizes Family File
for parents/guardians to complete emergency information. Parents/guardians
must verify and/or update information for each child, and can do so by logging in

to HCPSS Connect and selecting the Family File tab on the left and then clicking on
Family File.

Once logged in, you will be asked to update or provide the following information:

Student Information
Parent/Guardian Contact
Emergency Contacts

Medical Information
Arrival/Dismissal Procedures
Photo Approval

Data Confidentiality
PTA/PTSA Directory

A Family File must be completed for EACH student EVERY school year!

Fondly,
Carol DeBord

Jennifer Zinn


https://www.hcpss.org/connect/

New Information

Council of Elders Workshop Series

The Council of Elders (TCOE) and HCPSS Workshops: TCOE and HCPSS
have partnered to sponsor a parent workshop series. There will be a total of four
workshops offered and each session will be held virtually.

Click Here for Workshop Flier

Free Food Distribution Site

Saturdays in October families can pick up free food at Ducketts Lane Elementary
School in Elkridge. See details below & flyer for more information. Click Here for
Flier

« Each car/family will receive a 36lb box of food that includes fresh fruit,
vegetables, meat, and dairy

o No documentation or income requirements

e Anyone is welcome, individuals do not need to have children in HCPSS

o Every Saturday in October 10AM at Ducketts Lane Elementary School

Distance Learning Support Group

Thrive Emerge in Columbia is offering a FREE monthly Distance Learning Support
Group for you through Zoom. Mark your calendar for Mon. October 5 from 6:30-
7:30pm. Join using this Zoom link. Learn about balancing your work & your
children's, fostering independence, managing stress & much more! For many years
Thrive Emerge has been offering support groups to families dealing with difficult
transitions in their children's lives. For more information about Thrive Emerge

visit Thrive Emerge website.



https://mwes.hcpss.org/sites/default/files/Save%20the%20Date-Council%20of%20Elders-1.pdf
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:ddf8f274-9821-409a-a0e3-5c45dfd61abb#pageNum=1
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:ddf8f274-9821-409a-a0e3-5c45dfd61abb#pageNum=1
https://zoom.us/j/99206996536#success
http://www.mythrive.net/

From the Desk of Ms. Heinlein
Hello students & parents. Please visit my Canvas Course, Manor Woods
Elementary School Counseling, located on your child's Canvas Dashboard to

schedule an appointment or lunch bunch, learn about handling emotions/strong
feelings, being mindful & much more. I look forward to hearing from you!

Important Reminders

Do you want to know the number of lessons your child's completed in
DreamBox?

Feel free to click on the link below to access your student's information.

https://support.dreambox.com/s/article/How-Students-View-Their-Weekly-
Lessons-Completed

MAP testing will occur on October 7 and October 14

On Wednesday October 7 and 14, students in grades 2-8 will take the Measured
Academic Progress (MAP) assessment. The data from the MAP assessment will
help schools and teachers measure where your child is starting the year
academically. The HCPSS intends to also give the assessment in winter and spring
to measure how your child’s learning is progressing throughout the year. The MAP
test does not affect grades and the difficulty adjusts depending on how your child
responds. It is normal for students to only answer about half the questions
correctly. To learn more about the MAP assessment, please

visit: https://www.nwea.org/the-map-suite/common-questions-families/

The Reading test will be offered on Wednesday, October 7 at 9 am and 1

pm. The Math test will be offered on Wednesday, October 14 at 9am and
1pm. Students may choose to attend either the morning or afternoon session. If
your child is unable to attend, makeup testing will be offered during asynchronous
learning times. Teachers will share Google Meet information and your student’s
testing group as we get closer to the Oct 7th date.



https://support.dreambox.com/s/article/How-Students-View-Their-Weekly-Lessons-Completed
https://support.dreambox.com/s/article/How-Students-View-Their-Weekly-Lessons-Completed
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FJ0COtyJZ8UJ0_VWETAGHag~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRhSz3XP0Q9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubndlYS5vcmcvdGhlLW1hcC1zdWl0ZS9jb21tb24tcXVlc3Rpb25zLWZhbWlsaWVzL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKAEhXCmpfozr6v1IcY2hyaXN0aW5hX3NodW1ha2VyQGhjcHNzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~&data=02%7C01%7Cchristina_shumaker%40hcpss.org%7Ce981ff866eb44303bd2308d85f03f4bd%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637363817876896007&sdata=PSk9OJrlL%2BsQe4%2Filo9P1zj5G%2BA1gROkl2kSAZ8y52U%3D&reserved=0

FAQs From Back to School Night

The link below provides answers to your FAQs from our Back to School Night
Presentations. This link can also be accessed on our Manor Woods website along
with lots of other new information. We hope you find these resources valuable as
we charter the waters of virtual learning together.

20-21 FAQs and Answers

Calendars in Canvas

If you are having trouble with the calendar feature in Canvas, please use this

link for a quick tutorial. Students need to have their calendars viewable to ensure
they receive the codes for classes. Many students do not have all calendars viewable
and/or selected. On the right side of the calendar, you will see your courses and
your personal calendar. Each personal, course or group Calendar can be hidden by
clicking on the color indicator next to the calendar name. Please note that the
Canvas calendar can only display 10 calendars at a time.

Emailing Teachers

If you need to contact your child's teacher during the school day, please email them
directly. Please be mindful that teachers will not be responding to emails during
live, synchronous instruction. If you have a technology question, please call the
Manor Woods front office. 410-313-7165

Food Services

Meals will be provided at no cost to any HCPSS student, and all children 18
and under, through December 31, 2020, subject to U.S. Department of
Agriculture funding availability.

Manor Woods is a food distribution site. The food services program during the first
semester of the 2020-2021 school year will consist of Grab-and-Go breakfasts and



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G_Wu3AigwBFDXSaIYRW7dRTgoXSB8uun/edit
https://hcpss.instructure.com/courses/9495/pages/secondary-calendar
https://hcpss.instructure.com/courses/9495/pages/secondary-calendar
https://news.hcpss.org/news-posts/2020/08/student-meals-during-2020-2021-fall-semester/

lunches served Monday through Friday from 8-9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.—12:45 p.m.,
beginning Tuesday, September 8.

Parents of students who qualify for Free and Reduced-Price Meals (FARMSs) must
submit a new application every school year. View program details and learn how to

apply.

HCPSS participates in the National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs which
provide families with significant benefits to help save money. Qualification is based
on family size and income, and enrollment is confidential. All children in
households receiving benefits from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) can get free meals regardless of income, and students from households that
meet federal income guidelines are eligible to receive free or reduced-price meals.
Those eligible for reduced-price meals pay $0.10 for breakfast and $0.20 for lunch.
We'd like to encourage you to participate in these programs as needed. The location
is close and Mrs. Parker, our cafeteria manager, will answer any questions. Feel free
to call the front office with questions. 410-313-7165

Basic Insights

The Howard County Early Childhood Advisory Council has partnered with The
Basics in an effort to introduce Howard County families to evidence-based
strategies that capitalize on every child’s first 3 years to help them reach their full
potential. Please see the parent toolkit to learn more.

Families are encouraged to sign up for the Basic Insights text messaging service to
receive twice weekly developmental tips in either English or Spanish. Please note
that enrolling in this service is always free to Howard County families. Standard
data and message rates may apply for receiving texts.

Please contact Amy H_Kelly@hcpss.org with any questions.

Support For Families in Need

The Maryland Department of Human Services is the state’s human service provider.
The agency provides a wide range of services that are administered by local
departments of social services in each of the 24 local jurisdictions across the state.


https://www.hcpss.org/food-services/farms/
https://thebasics.org/Brain-Boosts/
https://partners.mybliss.ai/basics-insights/HCOOCAF1692
mailto:Amy_H_Kelly@hcpss.org

These services assist low-income individuals and families in their communities. See
below flyer and share.

Supporting Maryland's Families in Need - English
Supporting Maryland's Families in Need - Spanish

Below are Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) flyers in English
and Spanish.The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) helps low-
income households buy the food they need for good health. Please share the
resource with your families.

SNAP flyer - English
SNAP flyer - Spanish

Tech Tidbits
e Virtual Instruction Tip Sheet
Parents and caregivers can download this quick reference tool, which includes

instructions for logging in to online learning platforms and spaces to fill in their
child’s class times, meeting codes and other information.

Tip Sheet.pdf

e How to Use a Camera on Chrome Book to Submit Assignments on
Canvas

Camera on Chrome Book.pdf

Video link with step by step directions (created and shared by another tech
teacher):
https://hcpss.instructuremedia.com/embed/fdfa4a96-cb47-4de2-be32-c42243dfe7e3

FAQ - Will 2020-2021 virtual instruction synchronous (live) classes be
recorded?: This updated FAQ helps families understand why HCPSS does
not allow recordings of live instruction.


https://hcpss.instructure.com/courses/400/files/20348398
https://mwes.hcpss.org/sites/default/files/Supporting%20Maryland%27s%20Families%20in%20Need%20-%20Spanish.pdf
https://mwes.hcpss.org/sites/default/files/SNAP%20flyer%20-%20English-1.pdf
https://mwes.hcpss.org/sites/default/files/SNAP%20flyer%20-%20Spanish-1.pdf
https://mwes.hcpss.org/sites/default/files/tip-sheet-virtual-learning.pdf
https://mwes.hcpss.org/sites/default/files/tip-sheet-virtual-learning.pdf
https://mwes.hcpss.org/sites/default/files/Camera%20on%20Chromebook.pdf
https://hcpss.instructuremedia.com/embed/fdfa4a96-cb47-4de2-be32-c42243dfe7e3
https://help.hcpss.org/upcoming-school-year/video-recording

Fall Reopening Plan Updates

HCPSS continues to expand and update its fall reopening plans. Find updated
information about the 2020-2021 school year on the HCPSS website and answers to
frequently-asked questions on the HCPSS Help site.

Canvas Orientation Video

We recommend that you and your student view the Canvas Orientation videos to
help prepare for upcoming virtual learning. There are elementary and a secondary
versions. Videos can be found at https://hcpss.instructure.com/courses/9495

After School Activities

Autism Every Step Counts Virtual Walk on October 3rd

Click Here to Reqgister or Donate

Step Up for Down Syndrome Virtual Walk on October 10th

Click Here to Reqgister or Donate

Sign up for Club STEM After School or Virtually

Mondays, for 6 classes October 5th through November 9th, 4:30-5:30pm, at
Kiwanis-Wallas Hall (located at 3300 Norberts Way in Ellicott City; not far from
Manor Woods ES). Or receive supplies and instruction needed to attend virtually on
your own schedule from your own home.

RP3344.101 - Manor Woods ES students

RP3344.110 Virtually



https://www.hcpss.org/2020-2021/
https://help.hcpss.org/
https://hcpss.instructure.com/courses/9495
https://howard-autism.org/walk-5k-run/
http://www.cdspg.org/stepupbaltimore-2020
https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/howardcounty/activity/search/detail/98697?onlineSiteId=0&from_original_cui=true
https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/howardcounty/activity/search/detail/99403?onlineSiteId=0&from_original_cui=true

To register, please use the hyperlinks provided above, or call our Registration
hotline at 410-313-7275 (open 8am-4:30pm, Monday-Friday).

Maryland Arts Institute of Racial Justice

As institutions move toward Racial Equity, it is necessary to examine and reconcile
the past, understand the present, and create change for the future. The Maryland
Arts Institute of Racial Justice has two types of offerings to explore racial justice
together as the Maryland Arts sector. Registration is FREE.

Lunchtime Book Club

Connect with members of Maryland’s arts sector to build shared language and
understandings about racial justice through guided discussions and sharing. This
event occurs on select Tuesdays at noon.

For dates, times, and registration, visit the book club registration page.

Community News

Please visit the HCPSS website Community News and Programs page for upcoming
events and programs sponsored by non-profit organizations.



https://mdarts.org/maryland-arts-institute-of-racial-justice/
https://mdarts.org/maryland-arts-institute-of-racial-justice/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/maryland-arts-institute-of-racial-justice-book-club-tickets-119045605611
https://www.hcpss.org/community-news-and-programs/

